
Volunteer shorebird fieldwork opportunity in south-western Madagascar 

Description: We seek two enthusiastic volunteer field biologists to aid with monitoring, capturing, and 
processing three species of Charadrius plovers inhabiting the Andavadoaka region of south-western 
Madagascar between March 20 and May 20, 2016.  The volunteer is expected to pay for their own food 
(approx. $300 USD) and transport expenses to and from Toliara, Madagascar. In-country costs such as 
research expenses and accommodation for the duration of the field season will be covered by project funding.  
Our research objective is to investigate the demographic origin of mating system diversity in Charadrius 
plovers.  Andavadoaka provides a unique circumstance to study three closely related plover species (Kittlitz’s 
plover C. pecuarius, white-fronted plover C. marginatus, and the endemic Madagascar plover C. thoracicus) 
that overlap in their distributions but differ in their breeding behaviours.  Our project is in its fourth season. 
The project is supported by the German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forshungsgemeinschaft) and is based 
out of the Department of Animal Behaviour at Bielefeld University (Germany).  The University of Toliara-
Morondava (Madagascar) and the University of Bath (UK) are close collaborators of this project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duties: Typical daily duties include walking through saltmarsh/baobab habitat searching for plover nests and 
broods and resighting ringed/banded plovers with binoculars or scope.  Once a nest is located, it is marked on 
a handheld GPS and the eggs are measured and floated to determine expected hatch date.  Adult plovers are 
caught on nests with funnel traps and subsequently ringed/banded, measured, and sampled for blood.  
Behavioural observations of brood care and nest attendance are also needed, in addition to entering field data 
into databases.  Volunteers will work as part of a team that includes other experienced researchers and a few 
locals who will help with cooking and local logistics. 

Skills and training offered: Resighting colour-ringed/banded birds with binoculars and scope, nest searching, 
floating eggs, trapping ground nesting birds, ringing/banding birds with metal and darvic rings/bands, and 
taking blood samples from tarsal and brachial veins.  If the applicant is inexperienced in any of the 
aforementioned skills but demonstrates high potential, enthusiasm, and keen knowledge of ornithology or 
evolutionary biology during the recruiting process, we will seriously consider your application and happily 
provide the relevant training needed in the field. 

Knowledge/skills required: A candidate must have experience with handling birds safely and the ability to 

work long hours independently in strenuous tropical conditions while maintaining a positive and enthusiastic 

attitude.  Some knowledge of French is useful but not required.  A valid driver’s license is needed and the 

ability to drive a 4x4 manual transmission is a plus.  Color vision, the ability to walk on uneven terrain for up to 

6 km per day, and willingness to eat local cuisine (e.g., rice, seafood, and beans) are crucial. 

Application deadline: January 31, 2016 

To Apply: Submit a one page cover letter, CV highlighting relevant experience, and contact information for 
three academic or professional references to Luke Eberhart-Phillips (andavadoaka.plovers@gmail.com).  
Please don’t hesitate to ask Luke if you have any further questions about this position. 

Madagascar plover (Charadrius thoracicus), 

an endangered endemic of the island 

Local fisherman with a traditional pirogue 

that we use for transport 

The study area is surrounded by stunning 

baobabs, iconic trees of Madagascar 


